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learned Hebrew to penetrate into these mysteries of Cabbala and
find out whether they had the call. "Man is inspired with divine
wisdom, gifted with divine arts. Therefore we shall be called
gods and sons of the Almighty, for in us shineth the Light of
Nature and the Light is God."3

THE    MAGUS    OF    SPONHEIM
To obtain the key to these secrets, Theophrastus, on his way
home, stopped at Wiirzburg. There a famous magus and
alchemist had gathered an eager crowd of students; he was
Johannes Heidenberg of Tritheim, called Trithemius (1467-
1516), Abbot of Sponheim, an expert in Cabbala and occult
sciences, but also a respected historian, a connoisseur of art
and poetry, and a teacher of ethics. Like Raymond Lull, the
great thirteenth century alchemist, he had invented a system to
teach a layman any science or language in a few short lessons.
He called it "steganography," cipher writing. He conversed
with absent friends through telepathy, or so he said, and made
other experiments which would have rendered the invention of
the telephone, telegraph, and airplane superfluous. On the other
hand, he denied that witches exist, and defended the victims of
the Inquisition. He concealed his chemical knowledge in con-
juring formulas.
As an enlightened man, Trithemius approved of all efforts to
use the hidden forces of God's nature, so long as no demons
were called in. This was legitimate, "white" magic. He despised
sorcerers, who deceivingly used black magic. Ignorant of the
real "work," he charged, they invoked supernatural agents to
help them. Anybody could do that! Such a swindler, e.g., a
quack named Faustus, once tried to entertain him. The pious
Abbot denounced him as a sorcerer whose art was derived from
the Devil.